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Ambiguity and Countermeasures in the Drug Instruction Manual
REN Xiao-dong, ZHANG Long, WEI You-xia, FENG Wei-yi(The First Affiliated Hospital of Medical College,
Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710061, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE: To provide reference for clinical use and revision of drug instruction manual. METHODS: The ambi-
guity in drug instructions manual was summarized and countermeasures of revision were presented based on the practical clinical
conditions. RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS: The problems of drug instruction manual that may mislead the patients and medical per-
sonnel were as follows as controversial main contents, unclear descriptions of instruction, unfocused contents or without key
points, one instruction for multiple drugs, obvious or inaccurate translations, words without popularity and standardization and
wrong sentence division or non-standard typesetting. It is suggested that the manufacturers should attach highly importance to the re-
vision of drug instruction manual; the revisers should understand the meaning of drugs instruction manual and know the subjects;
the premarketing instructions should be tested and investigated by necessary persons; the major and cultural quality of revisers
should be improved; the approval monitoring should be strengthened and the feedback mechanism should be established to further
improve the instructions, guide the medical staff and patients with accurate use of drugs and ensure the safe drug use of patients.
KEYWORDS Drug instruction manual; Ambiguity; Safe drug use
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