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Investigation and Survey of Essential Drugs Provision and Use in Primary Medical Institutions from
Guangdong Province

WANG Yi, WU Hai-bin, DANG Li-juan (School of Pharmacy, Guangdong Pharmaceutical College, Guangzhou
510006, China)

ABSTRACT OBIECTIVE: To investigate and survey essential drugs provision and use in primary medical institutions from
Guangdong province, and to provide reference for the implementation of National Essential Drug System. METHODS: 54 primary
medical institutions were collected in Guangdong province and on-spot inventory and sale records of drugs, prescription sampling
were adopted for statistical analysis. RESULTS: Up to Jan. 2012, the deployment rate of essential drugs was 46.2% ; the price of
drug increased by 21.1% ; drug cost per prescription was 35.9% , and the proportion of essential drugs increased by 8.2% , com-
pared with 2011 and 2009; the number of drug types per prescription increased, and the proportion of antibiotic prescription had no
obvious change. CONCLUSION: The availability of essential drug is not high; drug procurement price is too high; drug cost per

time has decreased, and the utilization ratio of essential drug has increased. But irrational drug use has improved slightly.

KEY WORDS Primary medical institutions; Essential drugs; Rational drug use; Investigation and survey
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Investigation and Survey of Effects of National Essential Drug System on Township Hospitals in Shandong
Province and Its Policy Suggestions

SONG Yan, BIAN Ying (Institute of Chinese Medical Sciences/State Key Laboratory for Quality Research of Tra-
ditional Chinese Medicine, University of Macau, Macau, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE: To investigate the impact of National Essential Drug System (NEDS) on township hospitals, and to
provide suggestions for perfecting relevant policy. METHODS: Through questionnaire survey (cluster sampling) and key informant
interview, the data of health service and economics operation were collected from township hospitals in G county of Shandong prov-
ince during 2009 —2011, and then discussed and analyzed. Some suggestions were put forward. RESULTS: After the implementa-
tion of National Essential Drug System, the average price of drugs reduced by 37.93% ; the medical expenses per outpatient visit re-
duced by 44.38% ; the medical expenses per inpatient visit reduced by 54.87% ; annual drug income reduced by 31.87% and total
income decreased by 5.37% as well as the percentage of drug income in total revenue reduced from 49.75% to 28.54% . In addi-
tion, the number of the outpatients and inpatients reduced by 3.90% and 4.70% , respectively. CONCLUSION: After the implemen-
tation of National Essential Drug System, the drug price and medical expenses per patient visit have been reduced. The total hospi-
tal income reduces and its structure also changes. Moreover, the number of patients reduces. It is essential to build a long-acting
compensation mechanism, adjust the charge of health service and improve essential medicine list and the reform of other support
measures.

KEY WORDS Health system reform; National essential drug system; Township hospital; Effect; Suggestion
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