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Discussion on the Feasibility of “Separation of Medicine and Drug”
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ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE: To investigate the feasibility of “separation of medicine and drug”. METHODS: The history back-
ground, domestic and foreign situation of “separation of medicine and drug” were described and analyzed, and the purpose, the
pattern and the difficulty of it in China were discussed. RESULTS: Main purpose of “separation of medicine and drug” is the bene-
fit separation of medicine and drug. Outpatient pharmacy of medical institution should be socialized; outpatient pharmacy should
not be established and isolated from hospital or re-organized. Patients could take the prescription to purchase drugs from pharmacy
on the market; outpatient pharmacy still remained and “zero-profit”drug sale should be implemented. The difficulties of it were that
rational use of drugs couldn’t be considered more; irrational use of drugs can’t be eradicated if individual interest drives physician;
addition cancelling won’t affect the inflation of previous drug price. CONCLUSIONS: It is necessary to design well from the top,
conduct comprehensive treatment and push it entirely. The rash “separation of medicine and drug” can not solve the problems funda-
mentally. It will bring more problems in the future.
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