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Analysis of a Case of Unknown Floss in Intravenous Drug Infusion by Clinical Pharmacists

HAN Yu-bo', CHENG Zhi-min*, LIU Yan"’, LI Xiang-hui'’(1. Dept. of Pharmacy, The Second Affiliated Hospi-
tal of Harbin Medical University, Harbin 150086, China; 2. Dept. of Orthopedics, Center Hospital of Heilongji-
ang Provincial Agricultural Reclamation Nine-three Bureau, Heilongjiang Nenjiang 161441, China; 3. Key Labo-
ratory of Drugs Research in Universities and Colleges of Heilongjiang Province, Harbin 150086, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE: To provide new strategy for clinical pharmacists participating in clinic medication practice to deal
with medication dispute caused by unknown floss in infusion of cinepazide maleate. METHODS: The unknown floss was isolated
during infusion of cinepazide maleate under sterile condition, and then cultured in agar medium under low temperature. The un-
known floss was observed under inverted microscope, and the components were determined by infrared spectroscopy scanning after
low temperature drying. The components of unknown floss were determined, and its reasons were analyzed. RESULTS: Infrared
spectroscopy scanning showed that the floss displayed classic structural characteristics of saccharide, protein, fatty acid and nucleic
acid. Clustering filamentous fungi were seen in the agar culture. Both the floss and the floss culture showed black cross-linked hy-
pha with torous spores under the microscope. The morphology observation assisted to prove that fungi contamination existed in the
cinepazide maleate infusion. The unknown floss was fungi. CONCLUSIONS: In order to avoid infusion accident, precision filter in-
fusion set should be used and the infusion tube should be rinsed routinely in the interval of two infusions.

KEY WORDS Clinical pharmacist; Medication dispute; Intravenous infusion; Filamentous fungi
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Fig1 White floss observed in the infusion of cinepazide maleate
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Fig5 IR spectrum of the white floss
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