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Investigation and Analysis of the Main Issues about the Implementation of National Essential Medicine Sys-
tem in Beijing Area Based on the Method of Focus Group Interview

LI Ying, CHANG Wen-hu(School of Health Administration and Education, Capital Medical University, Beijing
100069, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE: To provide reference for further implementation of National Essential Medicine System in Beijing ar-
ea. METHODS: Focus group interview was adopted in qualitative investigation, and the focus groups were divided into 4 groups
according to the different objects. The four focus groups were Health Bureau and community management center group, community
health centers group, the essential medicine manufacturing enterprises group and essential medicine delivery enterprises group. Re-
sults of investigation were summarized and analyzed. RESULTS: Health Bureau and community management center group thought
that National Essential Medicine list could not meet the need of the residents in the community and the differences of medicine se-
lection were not considered among population and districts. Community health care institution group believed that primary medical
institutions or at higher level should develop uniform medication, diagnosis and treatment system; medicine selection should consid-
er about social and economical development and the change of spectrum of disease; compensation mechanism was not in place so
that medical staff were not inclined to use essential medicines. Essential medicine manufacturing enterprises group considered that
the lower price of essential medicine were not preferred; blindly price declining of essential medicine could eventually damage the
interest of patients. Medicine delivery enterprises group thought that shortage and out of stock of essential medicines reflected by
the residents should be resolved not only from the delivery field but also from many respects. CONCLUSIONS: The two key issues
of the implementation of National Essential Medicine System faced by the community health centers in Beijing area are the list
whether or not could meet the need of the residents in Beijing area as well as whether or not could guarantee the compensation of
the local community health centers. The government should take measures to perfect the policy.
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