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Analysis on the Organizational System of Continuing Education and Management System of Teaching
Institutions for Licensed Pharmacists in the United States and Its Enlightenment to China

DING Ruilin, JIANG Rong, SHAO Rong (Research Center of National Drug Policy & Ecosystem, China
Pharmaceutical University, Nanjing 211198, China)

ABSTRACT OBIJECTIVE: To provide reference and ideas for improving the organizational system of continuing education and
management system of teaching institutions for licensed pharmacists in China. METHODS: By introducing the general situation of
pharmaceutical education, the legal basis and subject of continuing education organization and management of licensed
pharmacists, and the situation of teaching institutions in the United States, the existing problems in organizing continuing education
institutions and managing teaching institutions for licensed pharmacists in China were analyzed, and some suggestions were put
forward. RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS: The continuing education for licensed pharmacists in the United States is supported and
promoted by state laws; the organizational system of continuing education is relatively clear, the responsibilities of each
management subject are clear and the relationship is coordinated; the teaching institutions have a relatively complete management
system and process. However, the management subject of continuing education for licensed pharmacists in China is inconsistent. It
is difficult to establish a unified supervision system, and there is a lack of unified management standard. And because the
qualifications of teaching institutions vary greatly, the quality of education is difficult to guarantee. It is suggested that China should
learn from the experience of the United States and use higher-level legal documents to ensure the clarity of the organization and
system of continuing education for licensed pharmacists; establish a scientific and complete management system and access
standards for continuing education institutions; choose the appropriate management mode of continuing education based on the
national conditions.

KEYWORDS Licensed pharmacist; Continuing education; Organizational system; Teaching institutions; Management system;
United States
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Fig 2 Relationship and main responsibilities of insti-
tutions of organization and management of con-
tinuing education for licensed pharmacists in
the United States
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Fig 3 The process of applying for ACPE certification
by American licensed pharmacist continuing
education teaching institutions
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