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Exploration of the regulatory mechanism of Danshen decoction on dyslipidemia in hyperlipidemia model
rats based on proteomics
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ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE To explore the regulatory mechanism of Danshen decoction on dyslipidemia in hyperlipidemia model
rats. METHODS The experimental rats were divided into blank group (n=9, no modeling), model group (n=8, modeling), and
Danshen decoction group (n=9, modeling). Starting from the 9th week of feeding with the high-fat diet, rats in the Danshen
decoction group were given the corresponding medication solution (3.6 g/kg) intragastrically, while blank group and model group
were given equal volume of normal saline, once a day, for 4 consecutive weeks. After 4 weeks of administration, the plasma levels
of triglycerides (TG) , total cholesterol (TC) , low-density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-C) , and high-density lipoprotein
cholesterol (HDL-C) were measured in each group of rats; the pathological and morphological changes of liver tissue were
observed; the differential proteins between samples were screened out by TMT quantitative proteomic analysis; the expression
levels of the key differentially expressed proteins in the liver, including epoxide hydrolase 2 (EPHX2), perilipin 2 (PLIN2) ,
peroxisome proliferator activated receptor y (PPAR <) and glycogen synthase kinase-38 (GSK-3B) were detected. RESULTS
Compared with the model group, the plasma levels of TC, TG and LDL-C in the Danshen decoction group were significantly
reduced (P<<0.05) , while the level of HDL-C was

significantly increased (P<<0.05). The liver tissue of rats in
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model group showed uneven staining, disordered arrangement

of liver plates, disappearance of liver sinusoids, nuclear
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improvement in the above pathological and morphological. The results of differential protein analysis showed that the total number

of differential proteins was 298 between the model group and the blank group; the total number of differential proteins was 139

between the model group and Danshen decoction group. Compared with the model group, the expression levels of EPHX2 and

PLIN2 proteins in the liver tissue of rats in the Danshen decoction group were significantly reduced (P<<0.01) , while the
expression levels of GSK-3B and PPARy were significantly increased (P<<0.01). CONCLUSIONS Danshen decoction has a

significant improvement effect on the plasma lipid levels and the pathological and morphological of the liver tissue in

hyperlipidemia model rats. Its regulatory mechanism may be related to the up-regulation of PPARy and GSK-33 expression and

down-regulation of EPHX2 and PLIN2 expression, and the signaling pathways involved may include PPAR-y signal pathway.
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tific 2 7l ; G IR I A Ak 9 /K f# 18 2 (epoxide hydrolase 2,
EPHX2) Z i B HT A | F U IR 7% 25 11 2 (perilipin 2,
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VIR BT , A DL R A i 4 I 10 o RS TR 21 R BT AR 4
LU AN AR HES ZE L, S I 527 2%, 3R A0 i 2
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PPARYy 1 3R A/KF- 1 1 SRR AR (P<<0.01) . SHEAIZH
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Az DU TR R T B S bR BT ks AR i A £ 3 1) I AR E
RUTS ARBRGT IR R AL 225 5 B, AR 4] rh 22 SR B 1
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