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Systematic evaluation and network meta-analysis of different cell therapies in the treatment of critical limb
ischemia

LIN Li', XU Xuying', HONG Yuxin® (1. Beijing Hospital of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Capital Medical
University, Beijing 100010, China;2. Beijing Institute of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Beijing 100010, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE To systematically evaluate the efficacy and safety of the four most common cell therapies, namely
purified CD34" (PCCs) , bone marrow mononuclear cells (BMMNCs) , bone marrow mesenchymal stem cells (BMMSCs) and
peripheral blood mononuclear cells (PBMNCs) in the treatment of critical limb ischemia (CLI). METHODS PubMed, Scopus,
Embase, Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials (CENTRAL) and Web of Science databases were searched from the
establishment of each database to June 2023 to collect randomized controlled trials (RCTs) comparing the efficacy and safety of
four different cell therapies, namely PCCs, BMMNCs, BMMSCs and PBMNCs, with other cell therapies or standard therapy
(ST) in the treatment of CLI. The outcomes indexes included amputation rate, ankle-brachial index (ABI), transcutaneous oxygen

partial pressure (TCPO.), ulcer healing rate, pain-free walking distance (PFWD) and angiogenesis. After data extraction from

clinical studies that met the inclusion criteria, the RoB 2.0 tool
AELWB F% B RRFERAH I H (No.82174388) ; Jb 4t Tl ! !

T Mo TR 22 3 D351 (No.2019A30) ; 45 Tr At 4 [ P G was used to assess the risk of bias, and Stata 15.0 software
IRIETE AABHETH (No. [F h R 25 A H0pRi (202215 s JLat Tl B e i was used for statistical analysis. RESULTS Meta-analysis
B rpLL BRI NAREFR T4 (No.DFL20220801)
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4 BIEVEE FATEEN A S0 . WFSE 7 18« 8 A BMMNCs, BMMSCs, and PBMNCs. Network meta-analysis
BY9IYT o E-mail:xxying7341@126.com showed that the amputation rates of the four cell therapies

included 22 studies, involving 1 318 patients. The treatment

groups involved 4 types of cell therapies, namely PCCs,
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groups were lower than that of ST group, and only the difference in PBMNCs group was statistically significant (P<<0.05). Four
cell interventions were better than ST in improving ABI (P<<0.05), and BMMNCs had the most significant effect on improving
ABIL. PBMNCs and BMMNCs groups had statistically significant differences in improving TCPO., compared with ST group and
BMMSCs group (P<<0.05). Four cell interventions were better than ST in improving ulcer healing rate, among which BMMNCs
group had no statistical difference with ST group (P>>0.05); ulcer healing rates of the other three groups were higher than that of
ST group (P<<0.05), and those of PBMNCs and BMMSCs groups were significantly higher than that of BMMNCs group (P<<
0.05). BMMSCs group had a significantly better effect on improving the PFWD of patients than the ST group after transplantation,
with statistical significance (P<<0.05), but there was no significant difference in PBMNCs and BMMNCs groups compared with
ST group (P>0.05). The three cell therapies of BMMSCs, BMMNCs and PBMNCs had a significantly better effect on
angiogenesis than the ST group, and the BMMSCs group had a significantly better effect than the BMMNCs and PBMNCs groups,
with statistical significance (P<<0.05). CONCLUSIONS The four cell therapies can improve the prognosis of CLI patients to
varying degrees. PBMNCs show the lowest amputation rate after transplantation and have the most significant effect on improving

TCPO. and improving the ulcer healing rate. BMMNCs possess the most significant effect on improving ABI. BMMSCs represent

obvious advantages in PFWD and angiogenesis.

KEYWORDS cell therapy; critical limb ischemia; peripheral arterial disease; mononuclear cells; mesenchymal stem cells;

CD34" cell; network meta-analysis
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