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Calcitriol reverses sepsis-induced immunosuppression via VDR/Ca*/pyroptosis signaling pathway
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ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE To investigate the effects of calcitriol on sepsis-induced immunosuppression and its potential
mechanism. METHODS A sepsis-induced immunosuppression mice model was established using cecal ligation and puncture
(CLP). The 7-day survival rate, serum levels of tumor necrosis factor-a (TNF-a) , interleukin-6 (IL-6) , and IL-1B were
determined in sham operation group, CLP group and calcitriol group (1 wg/kg); the morphological changes of lung tissue in mice
were observed. Lipopolysaccharide (LPS) tolerance macrophage models (representing sepsis-induced immunosuppression) were
established using mice macrophage cell line RAW264.7 cells. The levels of TNF-a and IL-6 in cell supernatants as well as mRNA
expressions of IL-1B, nucleotide-binding domain leucine-rich repeat and pyrin domain-containing receptor 3 (NLRP3), IL-18 and
caspase-1 were assessed in culture medium group, LPS group, LPS tolerance group, and calcitriol (5 pumol/L) group. The
following parameters were measured: propidium iodide (PI)-positive cell ratio, caspase-1 activity, lactate dehydrogenase (LDH)
release, and Ca” levels. RESULTS Compared with CLP group, 7-day survival rate and serum levels of TNF-«, IL-6 and IL-1p
were increased significantly in calcitriol group (P<<0.05). Additionally, pulmonary tissue damage was markedly attenuated in
calcitriol group. Compared with LPS tolerance group, the levels of TNF-a and IL-6 in cell supernatants, mRNA expressions of IL-
1B, NLRP3, IL-18 and caspase-1, Pl-positive cell ratio,
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which promotes the release of Ca* from the endoplasmic reticulum, thereby driving the NLRP3/caspase-1-mediated pyroptosis

pathway.
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4 30%~T0% , FH UG T B0 S gz 30 i 2 ik 2 vh
WD) A AU T F BRI Y B g R B, T = 4
A% D(vitamin D, VD) 2 MEEAE A9 2y M, AR
R ARG IR & B, 4 A= 2 D 24K (vitamin D receptor,
VDR) 7E M AE S e i vh R HEE ZAE Y A=
BEAE R VD G PEACE ™ ), i i 5 VDR 45 G & 5 4E
FH AL REGERFHLAARES B AT, 57 OCHE Y A2 ) 4%
PR G S SRR AR T R BT RS K B Ca® N L
SRR B 4 AR TR A SO Y EE B NIRRT, SO
W H RRES & b S e 5 58 2R B 4 ) 9 R & VR 1 25
¥ 38 32 1K 3 (nucleotide-binding domain leucine-rich repeat
and pyrin domain-containing receptor 3, NLRP3) F it K
M 1 (caspase-1) , 73 WME R PEA I 7, e 253040
MOAET, AR T2 SRR AR R 22 1 o 7
et B AT i R B T I M SR R G R AE K -
PEHESEAE S FIZHLUE S, i S e RS BT iitis 5
YA T2 B DA OCT,

VD/VDR {55 R GE) 12 50 A T HA%- W 20 1 55 fe
SEAAR Y, FI0 S 0 A SRR T RIBTARRRES PR
A5 R B 45 L 25 FLAR (cecal ligation and puncture,
CLP) # 7 R #5E S e il /)y BB AL, [R] B, 6 /)N B
i W41 i 52 RAW264.7 237 i 22 1% (lipopolysaccharide,
LPS )it 52 4 AR Y ( R fie 20 G2 40 1) 21 FROASE Y ), FEAA
P AMRTE B Al = Bt i S P I i AV F S E R, Ry
WREEIE S e AT PR s

1 ##
1.1 FE{ES

AT FH £ EALf5 4 Model 550 72 BEIE A BTN
CFX Connect 1 2¢ )t & 5 58 A Bl £ 2 S v (PCR )Y (3
Bio-Rad /A 7 ) .SCIENTZ-96 %I =i 2H 44 0 4 (1
W = A IR A AT FRA 1) VMR B /NSl 407 15 bR
L (35 [El Matrx 23 7] ) \NanoDrop I 3 A% 2 25 e
M 224 (2% [E Thermo Fisher Scientific 2y 7)) . CKX53 7l
P68 B s (H A Olympus 23 ) | Zeiss LSM780 %!
LA i 38 (5% Analytik Jena AG A H]) .

12 FEHRSEA

B =B (41 =98% ,41L'5 2219294) | B K IR AK -
AT (HE) Je ik 5] & (S GL121) ¥l A b s Rk &
BHEA BT, LPS (4l =98% , #t5 046M4045V) It [
% [ Sigma 2~ 7, 2 H 5 U (L5 217150301) 1 A
TN T B PR A= B B0 47 BIR /A 7], DMEM 4 i 5 77
F (A5 6124614) 1 [ 32 [E Hyclone 23 A , i 4= L3 (it
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5 ST210506) It [ 7% ] PAN-Biotech GmbH 2\ & , i1 J&
IRFE I F o (tumor necrosis factor-o, TNF-a) . FH 21 g4
% 6 (interleukin-6, IL-6) . IL-1@ [iff B¢ £ 33 W FBiF ) &2
(ELISA) i 7 & (4it*5- 4351 2 326012-009 , 330384-011
303156-011) ¥ 04 H 3£ [E Thermo Fisher Scientific 2> &),
CCK-8 i #I & (1t 5 22346564) W [ A6 52 4 A A Bl A
FR 2N 7], 3L W2 It &0 (lactate dehydrogenase, LDH ) £l
B A LS B 4t K (calcein-AM) /B £k T BE (propidium
iodide, P1) 1% /AL 41 i XYL 1A 7] & | caspase-1 {7 P4 i
Fl & Ca” D NCIRER Fluo-AM (L5351 4 081823231211
080223231212, 013123231211, 073023231225) #1114 [ I
WE R KAV HEARABRA A, RNA P RS (IS
20231121) W [ F5 M B 38 56 4 Bk A BRZA 7, RNA G
SR & (45 962433L13W01) Wy [ 2RI 2 128 v A=
YR A RS ), SYBR Green i & T IR W (3t &
64506228 ) I [ 3¢ [ Bio-Rad 2 &) , H Kk i (#it =
20230503 )14 F b & R B RS TR A PR A F .
1.3 EIsh¥ 54k

BALB/c/]NEL(SPF 4% ) , M 45+ , (& 18.0~22.0
g, 4~6 JEIE I AT AR A AR R A BR A R AR
Al HIE 5 2 SCXK () 2022-0062, /N B 7E I B (25 +
1)°C , AHXS IR 50% + 5%, B 12 h BIRG S AR 1 3
G gE, A R KK . oW S 00 i o R X
B Bt S 50 Bl W A0 B s b, i s R Bl (R ) 4
20221027 %,

/N LU R 200 i 22 RAW264.7 I T e [ = 2 )2 o ik
ST T (R A Y B SR A TR R )
2 AL
2.1 {KREIE
2.1.1 /NEUMH R A2

1A AR AR SR FH AR IR E 3 57 19 CLP 5 S I 279
G E ) /N RS BN FRBE AL 439 B AR 4 . CLP
AL =R, R4 16 2 MEREA2E . CLP 4 A1k
SRR/ RS S  TFE 2 B B 45 FL 1.0 om, ff
FH 16 540 EF 28 FLUS 48 A B I, 2 ST e 34 i S 2 11 o A5
B R E] AE AR T 0 ho R ARG/ RS A 25 4L
Ah HARERAERI CLP 4 . Bk =B/ N T ARJE 0,24,
48 .72 hifE B Bk =2 (1 pg/ke) ™, TR A CLP 471
SR o) S AR PRI, 5 10 g (JRTE ) 4577 0.1 mL,
2.1.2 /N7 dAELERI T

MEL“2. 117 F & d/NRAJE 7 d NI A,
HET AR,
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2.1.3 /INERULI A i 4 e R 7K PG

FE24 HUNRFE 2. L1 TR ikord] e 4h 25,
R 8 H L MEMERE . RIS 28 h, 854/ BUIR B ik AR
1M % FC T EP A& /1,5 000X g 8.0 10 min, B F W5 , 3%
ELISA 357 & ZREEAE , Kl TNF-o IL-18 FITL-6 7K
2.1.4 /MR LUIELS AL

“2.1.37T0 F/NRCR UG AR FE  BUI AL 2, 2Kk ik it
K GBI R ARSI F (3 wm) , BEAT R L HE et
o R B A, S AR T LR il 2 S B AR AR Ak I
frife,
2.2 fR5MEIE
2.2.1  E A =B PR

B RAW264.7 4 g 3270 T 96 LA , 75 20 B bl B i
T T I B R 5 I AR [R] B (10,100 nmol/L Fl 1,
2.5.10.50 pwmol/L)‘Hfk —FEhb BRI, MU i 5
ANEAL, R FEHE (Medium) 20 0 %R, 403 24 h
J& LN 10 pL CCK-8 ¥, 4R£R1E 7% 2 h, ffi A
SR 450 nm 4 AR MO (A, L Medium 41 41 it
TG VE R 100% , 11580 H Ath 45 20 40 B 36 1, 40 B 36 1k =
A B/ A B vesiumen X 100% 355 55N 52 1] 48 B 176 14 119 e
KU AR 1A = B ol FH e
2.2.2 YHMIERL S S5%42

B RAW264.7 41 i FE b T 15 55 LA, £ 40 i 0 B i
TG IR RS FR 4L, N 5 ng/mL LPS AbFH 12 h, 2R J5
e F35 W, A 100 ng/mL LPS b FRZH i 4 h, 857 LPS
it 52 4 LAY, /E A LPS it 52 41 . BRSNS A 5 ng/mL
LPSAhFR 12 h4h, HoAy )i 6] LPS i 52 2H#54E , 1 LPS
WMo 2RI, HA T B[] LPS Tiif 52 40 454, VB0
Medium 41, 7F LPS ffif 5z 41 3L Ah |, Bl 2 Yk LPS [ fin A
A = ORI 2.2, 17 B 58 45 R Bk ) b B At L, AR
=, AR E S N AL,
2.2.3  fififd TNF-o F1 IL-6 7K F-A45:30)

WAE “2.2.27 5 25 2L 40 AL T 9, #% ELISA a0 &
FORERVE KA TNF-o FITL-6 7K.
2.2.4 AP AR T A OCIE R BRI

R SERT 9 B PCRIEARTIN . WS “2.2.27 B
B AN, S AN B LR RNA, [ 5% 55 0 cDNA, 1%
SYBR Green & f Fl IR W i FH 5 Be il 52 b4 & : cDNA R
M 1 wL, SYBR Green 4 pL, 1E . & [ 5 ¥ 4% 0.5 uL,
ddH.0 4 pL. 2R 454 4+ 95 °CHIAE M 3 min; 95 °C7AE
30 5,55 °CiR k 30 s, 72 °CHEfH 1 min, & 39 M
VL B-HL8lE (1 (B-actin) NS, R 27 IR IL-18.
NLRP3 ., IL-18 F/ caspase-1 mRNA [ ik & , 3 ) Me-
dium 41 % BT IH— AL Ab B, 51 R bt SR EY)
FHE B A BR A W Bt & . IL-18 By 1E 1\ 51 %)
5'-TCGCAGCAGCACATCAACAAGAG-3' , 2 If] 5| ¥y

2234 - China Pharmacy 2025 Vol. 36 No. 18

J95'-AGGTCCACGGGAAAGACACAGG-3" , =¥ K/
97 bp; NLRP3 [ 1E [8] 5| 4) 2 5’ -CTCTGTTCACTGG-
CTGCGGATG-3" , I [ 5| ¥} 5'-TGGTCCTTTCCTC-
ACGGTCTCC-3" , F=#k /Ny 243 bp; IL-18 HYIF [715 | 4)
45’ -CCGGATATCAACTTTGGCCGACTTCACT-3" , )X
m 5] ¥ & 5'-CCGCTCGAGACTTTGATGTAAGTTAG-
TGAGAGTG-3" , =¥ K/ 93 bp; caspase-1 B 1F [71] 5|
)95 -ATGGCCGACAAGGTCCTGAGG-3" , 2 [f]5 |4
95" -GACATGATCGCACAGGTCTCGTG-3" , =4 K/
4 183 bp;B-actin (1Y IE[1] 544 5'-CGTAAAGACCTCT-
ATGCCAACA-3", Jx[n15[#)°h 5’ -TAGGAGCCAGGGC-
AGTAATC-3" , =¥k /INA 100 bp.,
2.2.5  AHMIAET ISR Ca? KA U

F542.2.27 R T EE A4 4R 2 A BRI, Ok
HiT 30 min 43 F A calcein-AM/PT YLk (WLEL 40 il A7)
f Fluo-AM 2 CHRER (RN Ca™ 7K ) e o 4 8% 374
TR SR o 30 min Ji5 i LR AR W WS4 ]
[ii] Bif % ] Tmage J(V1.8.0.112) 34437 P BHM: 3R Fll Ca™
WHHRE
2.2.6 4L+ LDH Jw H A caspase-1 1§ PRI

$542.2.27 TR IR AL Sy Al (45 2 A BN, iORE
il 1 h 4% LDH #0575 &5 5% caspase-1 7 PE K 357 &
UEEH PR dhee b 3% . 1 b FH AR G 2 450 nm
WK AR A{EH . DL Medium 41 ) LDH 1 caspase-1 7 1
174 100%, 1153 LDH ifs th 6 fl caspase-1 i . LDH Ji
i1 3¢ /caspase-1 16 M = A s/ A 1H vesums X 100%
2.3 FiItFEHE

& H GraphPad Prism 8.0.2 F{4- X B4 47 4 114k
PR BAEL X £ s 3R, ZA R R R HE 2
20 M, B — 25 B LR H SNK-g K2 56 . SR H
Kaplan-Meier i &b ¥ A= £7 550408 IF- 25 il th 26, R H Log-
rank K 55 PR ZR IR A 22 5 0 K36 7K 1fE 0 =0.05,
3 H£EHR
3.1 AL =AY NGR T d AR AR R

BFARLL . CLP A FN-H 1k = BEdl /N 7 d A= A7 4)
124 100.00% .68.75% .81.25% , A= AE- R WL 1,

100 0 100.00% — FARL
- e

80 T fil.. kg
6 3 0 68.75% 2 HL =R

60 —

HAE A%

40 4
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0 1 2 3 4 5 6 1T
ARJ5 R/
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302 H Al = EEXASE R /N BRI AR A 40 P KO
oAl

5 FARALE , CLP 21/ BRUML T o TNF-a 1L-6
K2 B2 T (P<<0.05) , IL-1B /K F- 6 B & A8tk (P>
0.05), 5 CLP A L#, i1k =B 2i/INERLML I H TNF-a
IL-6 \IL-1B /K- V-1 i 2 This (P<<0.05) . 42RULER 1,
*x1 &LA/NRIMEF INF-o. IL-6.IL-1p 7K F Eb &

(x*s,n=8,pg/mL)

415 TNF-a L6 IL-1p
BFAA NN 12131£15.70 55774081
CLPA 629212123 207298 £ 18875° 56134288
oyl 139.18 45254 3694.58:+765.38° 44517200

a: 5RFARH L, P<0.05;b: 5CLPA b4, P<0.05,

313 E L =R AL N UM ZUE 2524 1 R
5T AR /I BRI 2 200 25 B 0], il 96 445 ) 775 BT 5
#% ., CLP /N2 20 BRAS [R) R BE 0 A i i 6 i
it ) o 35 JEE L B A A A0 BRI o i Ak — R /N R
o BRI 2,

5 T S« SO

B2 f|APMRMALESERME(HERE)
32 {EILIELEER
3.2.1  E Ak =R R A

10,100 nmol/L Fl1 1.2.5 wmol/L 4k = EE kb 3 21 4
M W5 M 4> 3 R (96.20+2.93)% | (96.14+2.87)%
(98.01+1.61)% . (97.68 £ 4.51)% . (96.16 +2.63)% (n=
5), 5 Medium 41 (40 i % 4k 100% ) L3, 25 53 640
28 X (P>0.05) ;10 F1 50 pmol/L ‘B fk = kb 31 2H 24
3 PE 43 51 oA (93.20 £0.45) % F1 (17.14 £ 0.11)% (n=
5), ¥ F R T Medium 41 (P<<0.05) . JE2EMF9E R 5
wmol/L Bk = kb ¥ RAW264.7 41 ift , % £ H % LPS Tt
Z ML
3.2.2  BAb = EEXT LPS Mif 37 4 M L35 ¥ o TNF-ou AT IL-
6 7K - 52

5 Medium 41 He 3, LPS U 4B b 3% W TNF-o Fl1
IL-6 7K-F-44 i 2 71 (P<<0.05) . 5 LPS 4H b, LPS ffit
4 A0 _E T TR P TNF-o F1TL-6 7K 35 18 2 PR AR (P<
0.05) , 2 B LPS i} 22 20 ff @ A it oy . 5 LPS fiif 52 41 Lk
B, Bl =B A0 AL W TNF-o FTIL-6 7K P25 i 2%
T (P<0.05), Z5H W2,

TEZED; 202545 36 4 181

R2 KA EE RS TNF-o 0 IL-6 K E L& (x +

s,n=>5,pg/mL)
451 TNF-a IL-6
Medium 4] 13939+9.63 418111203
Lp$é 6262.16£288.58° 7007.091 55824
LPS i34 174480 14561° 332390+ 188.99°
H=EA 5183824 112.6° 63627242749

a: 5 Medium& 148, P<<0.05;b: S LPSH L3, P<<0.05;c: 5LPS
22 20 He g, P<<0.05,

3.2.3  EAL =EEXT LPS i 52 4 AR TR DGR R FR IR
1) 5]

5 Medium 41 [t %5, LPS 41 4 ifg " IL-18 . NLRP3
IL-18 I caspase-1 mRNA ik i ¥4 i 3% 5 (P<<0.05) .
5 LPS 4l b5, LPS i 32 41 4 g+ IL-18 .NLRP3 . IL-18
il caspase-1 mRNA K ik i ) I # FE AL (P<0.05) ., 5
LPS i 52 21 oA, B 1k = BE 4l 40 g op IL-18 .NLRP3 . IL-
18 fill caspase-1 mRNA Fik i 34 I 75 (P<<0.05) . 4
RIS,

#3 BAMMETHXERRIAEE (x+s,n=5)

Eibl IL-1p mRNA NLRP3 mRNA IL-18 mRNA caspase-1 mRNA
Medium#j] 1.00£005 100£0.14 1004004 1.00+0.03
LPS4i 2139+ 149° 1421£031° 291£0.12° 292£0.05°
PS4l 578£020° 5451048" 1584007 176£0.18"
A=EA 1938£0.65 DRIERRIS 2394026 250£0.11¢

a: 5 Medium# 148, P<<0.05;b: SLPSH L3, P<<0.05;c: 5LPS
A2 20 o4, P<<0.05,

3.2.4  H b =BT LPS i 32 40 A5 T A AR B s )

5 Medium 41 FL %5, LPS 41 41 il i PT BH % % | cas-
pase-1 i ¥ A1 LDH ¥ H % £ 18 2 T =5 (P<0.05) . 5
LPS 41 Lb 4, LPS Tiif 52 20 4 fifd 1) P FH % % | caspase-1 i
PEFLDH Js ) 5844 @ FF# IR (P<0.05) . 5 LPSTHAZ2H
Fe 8, B A = T2 40 it 79 P RH 1 R | caspase-1 1 P4 Al
LDH s 2 ¥ W 2 7t & (P<0.05) . 45 0% 4
A 3,

x4 BHEMPMETHXIERILE (x+5,n=5)

43 PLFIE /% caspase-| {5/% LDH i 4i%/% Ca R
Medium#j 308175 10000 10000 0

LPS4i 4530£187 3492541593 388,66+ 6.91* 740£03%
LPSifZ 4l 1630£124 204341 1488 26640 13.01° 4514031
F=EA 36.71£2.03° 25738+21.26° 341.12£20.66° 6571031

a: 5 Medium# 148, P<<0.05;b: SLPSH L4, P<<0.05;c: S5LPS
22 2 He3 , P<<0.05,

3.2.5 EAL =X LPSTif 52 A rf Ca* 7K F- 5 M)

5 Medium 41 b4, LPS AU 4l Ca™ 9o i i 3%
FH (P<0.05) . 5 LPSALLHL#E, LPS it Z 240 H Ca™
BEG R E  EREI (P<<0.05) . 5 LPS i 324 Ho#% , &
b = B AN rp Ca™ 9 G i 1 35 T 5 (P<<0.05) o 4
LR 4 FE 4,
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B /N BRI P TNF-o ATIL-6 K2 258 TP A
4, LA R AR BT 45 R — 8 B =]
i —25 3 P m A AN UL T Y TNF-o IL-6 FTIL-18
K, IR BTN 7 d AR il i 40
PR AL =BT 3 N B R BERE e i

BAN% - G MR G A O A e O B 2L T
REA I % T B0 EPUBGLRE ) TR AR
LPS ifi 52 4 A5 780 , i x50 5t LPS i &2 J s = e pis
RS R ARZS  RG EABE DL T 0 £ 3 7 B e R S
PRSI SZ50 IR, LPS it 32 200 f 23 06 20 375 30 %) AR A 20
JiL PR 08 B Ak = T 3 2 LPS i 32 200 v 4 20 i
PR3- 1 ) A RPIR 285, IR 5 BRLA - I 4 X i A5 5
IR 2 e

AT SR —Fh R PR R AT =, e R BT
E W2 BB e i Rt v 3 B O Al B AR T B T4 Tt
15 BT AR . 28 BUE FE i NLRP3 58 PE/MAE
caspase-1, [ifi 5 Gasdermin £ [ 8% YT BB SUBIEAL IR , £
fifi IL-1B/IL- 18 BEM S AL ™. AR LB, 1k =
Mt ] 412 i LPS T 52 40 i v £5 T2 AH G AT TL-18 \NLRP3
IL-18 ,caspase-1 mRNA ik & , Iif i calcein-AM/PI %%
4, caspase-1 % £ F1 LDH i 1 24 SR B T 40 . PI
LB A AN A AZ 451 % ¢ 4 97 Ak A 4N I, 1 i P LDH ]
M BZ 408 ) A AL B P U AN AR AR 45 SR R
A =T i 25 4 = LPS il 52 40 e Y P1FH % | caspase-1
TG VA LDH J 138, 487 B Ak — s mT e ok i s £
T30 6 O AR S I A R L BUE SR, AT B AL
PR A X AR IR 1 o BRAEDFSR R, Bk =l
VDR 254 J& TR F P9 5T R Ca™ ™, AR5 ik — 2
BRI, B A = A i LPS A2 40 rh Ca® /KF L 42
Bl =R R AR N 5 D R Ca® S S AR T Y
RIS , T 1T 3 A P R R 5 S ) SR A

25 L TR A5 E AR N AMEL R R iR R T AL
A A R BT Sz I A E R AL T R e
b =5 VDR 454, IR 1 PN 5 X RE ik Ca™, 177 3K
Bl NLRP3/caspase-1 /-SRI AE TR R SZHAY . A
WFIE R 15T = B A I I 3 17 TE R ] VDR/Ca™/
A T 5 38 IR YT MR AE S e R R AL T E
SRR

(BB B R MGEEEERFH R E R L
B RRAAGI T RN FEEEFERFF —HWEE
e SR B AR AR ) BB AT AT R E PA A SRA 6
TREARBEE I & Ao K X )
S22k
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